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There are many dictionary meanings set sgainst the
word "light' ; but & few only are needed for our purpose to-night i-
Thet which gives lignt - a2 the sun,- & cendle etc,
That which is bright - brillisut - or shines.
Tne agent by which objecte are rendered vi~iiae,
The power of vision. Dey - dawn of day.
¥e use the word dsily in some such sense .€ indicutad; but we
have many other uses for the word ip a faguresiil'e seunse. peyond
that, we shell aleo agree that these 18 & duveyer, more hidden, and
let us say spiritual or corres,cnaentis. reaning. 1t will not
teke us long to run through é¢xamplee . nder each heading.
Used in a fipaetive ve.sw, the dictionery gives us :-
¥ental or spiitval il wtastion.
Enlightenme.® . nuowledge.
Foint ¢ View.

A cCoslouous person. (we may refer to & man as"s shining
light").

Fiveuv, let ue deal with the word in ite natural sense.
T2 wut 80, it »ill be helpful t¢ heve in mind the opposite to light,
snd that is derkness, or the absence of lighf. Hetween the two
there are many shades, and sctuslly we owe our very existeace to
that fect. (rarkness inspires fesr, uncertsinty, csution, care,
end a general feeling of insecurity.) “e could not exist in
utBer darkness mud without the tempered heat end light of the sun:
neither could we live under its direct rays of light and heat.
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both muet be, snd are, tewpered by intervening stwospheres and
clouds. 1 bvecause of physical delecte we cannot see the light,
we still receive the benefits of it. Blind people sre never 30
' foolish a® to say "Because 1 cannot see the light, it dcees “w*% exist",
i l?noir one deaire ie to see the light.
f Thie i= dealin?,vory briefly with the scurce ~f light -
' the sun; and we heve bare time to mention the & vel.pment) “rom
- natursal to artificial light, produced originel .y, msy Ne, oy friction;
;:pcrhapa by rubbiong together two pieces of ~ond; or b atriking one
hard subetence upon snother, such se erawl upor filnt; thence per
" tinder to¢ metch; & cotton or other wick in e voesel of 0il; rﬁah
candles; improved oil lamps; wechine madr ®udles; gas (in many forus);
"and electricity, sleo in many - acietiss, L wenderful werch of
discovery, invention, and o-rseque~n progrees through the ages.

How difficult i) ie for ue to fully comprehend the speed at
which light travels . 186,000 milee per second. Thet weens more
than seven tigver r unid the earth in a second. Sound, through air,
traveles 1,00 yeet per serond, or ssy more than ten times the speed
of an expvyes trefo - and it eppeare (0 etand still as light flashes
" by. fie ‘aot tosut light takee time to travel wee discovered in 1676
Py« Tanish avironouerjy but it wes not until 1849 (less thean 100 years
8gv) thet a French professor found e method of meesuring ti e speed.
¥hen ﬁc see the flashof gun-fire, it sppresrs to register with us
instentsnecusly, end we can cslculate our distance from the weayon
by recording bvoth fleeh and report, becsuse of the interval of time

between the two. rerhsps & more comwon illustration would be the

fiseh of lightning followed by the sound of thunder, which indicates
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to us our distance from the storm centre. ¥We can appreciate
quite easily the speed at which sound travels; but te comprehend the
speed of light ie almost impossible: and we are told that all stars

: ,,;ifika,l‘%? are not yet vieible 1o us; that some stars reve.tly
: i‘ sighted for the firet time commenced to give forth their light eges
'/ ego. It takes the light of the sun eight minutes !¢ reach us, the
| distance being only 93 million miles. Light f. am ?one n-arest fixed
stare takes more than four years to reach us. dany Clars are so
Ldilt‘nx that the light we saw last night «t.r.ed <cvards us hundreds
of yeare sgo. This illustrates the Juc® that light, some netural
light, comes to ue greduslly, snd ftast we have aot yet seen all.
in like manner truth, (and ligh* corcrespoa.s o truth,) ie still
reaching us & little at a timc; aslthcugp it hes existed unchenged
throughout the ages.

Fhat doee lig'sv ve&8n v ue ? Life iteeif, in all ite
beauty, and in alJl 11y drahmes. ¥here can we etart, and where
finieh, in doaaxhg with tae word 7 17 we awake at break of day,
and wateoh tre wonderiul colors develop in the east, we must needs
be & poe., r un ArL. 8t 10 be able to record in words or picture
"the alceatfl er of early dawn, the b igntnees of the a.y:f?ﬁﬂ
"ralnwon of the sunset sky". Fven 80, we have bat a filuy
ripresentation of the gloriee we hsve sensed. “e endeavour to
secure records with the camers, but do not obtain those wonderful
colors that make the picture, sll of whioh depend upon the light of
the sun.,

Again, successful photography depende ujon light, and althougl

o 1“?3&3‘.%#
to 1/100th of & second for

the amateur uses only 1/25th or perhaps
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the exposure of his plate or film through the mediuas of &

. specislly fashioned plece of glass, he secures a perfect record of

& beeuty spot or of an interesting event. He w(onh borrow
1/1,000th part of e second of light and secure a pcrﬁnnont r-oord

" of & horse jumping a fence or of an atliete clearing an ob-t.cle.

Seience takes us still further, however, and by the ccecoutration

of light we may study the changing forms of & drop ~f iiquid, sueh

0 ae milk, as it fells through spece, and also &> v rescher any

prepared position: or we csn cuserve the churges in chese of & golf

bell when it is etruck by & olub, or of . Yootbsll wuen it is kicked.
The marvelis of our wmodern cinemas ars vroducel by the scientific
harnessing of light. Teke a bove of water - place & straight
etick in it - one end lying 0% 1“2 botuow ani the other resting
on the side. At the surfece of *hy wuter the stiok will appear
to be bent: snd here we have & ".vick" of light called "relfraction”.
Similerly, this seve 1: rection cuuses us Lo see the sun alter it
hee sctually "set". Th7, sun also bende the rays of light from a
ster, thus sewing us ‘he atar in s position where it is not. 1
patural swve jiay s such tricks with naturel light, is it surprising
that we often fa‘l to see and appreciaste the truthj bud sccept
ins. e:d & spucagus truth or s verisimilitude 7

The uses of light are far too nDumerous to aillewpt o
cetalogue; snd in counting our seny bleseings one by one, it is
quite essily poseible to overlook plenty of them, and to take Lhew
for grented because Liey are s0 Coumon. ¥hat wore coumon than
gun-light, but whet & wonderful power for good 1if we expose our

boﬁy to it as directly as poseible; or failing thet, if we use



a sunlight ray laup in the privacy of our homes.

‘e use thy wsrd "1i-0Y" every day of our lives without
n.ooos‘&ly mear’ng natury’. light; and we sk our friends "Do you
see"? withou 1r1e&feremce to their eyesight. There ie the well~-
kgown pary Zeme %ot celle for the declsration "My light shinee®,
when re refere.ce ie intended to cendle or laup nor even to metural
si~b’- e m9 referring Lo our mentsl vision. In our ceremcnies,
ore of our officers ie inetructed to “"eee" that we are properly
tiled. Ee'sees” L0 this by hand end ear, snd not by his eyes;
(slihough to weet the wisnes of wme of our F.i's it iz now a custom
to "look see” in addition to uaking other movements).

Let us now see further how we use the word every day in a

figurative sense, and know exsctiy what is meant -
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in the light of all that hss been seid and done.

10 stend in auother's light (or in ocur own).

To ocome to light.

Glid and new lights = old and new dootrines.

T‘mkor;' - He did his best. He work.. cccording
to hie light.
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“et me make brief reference to the use of the word*}n
the V.2,.L, and in a spiritusl sense.

Very early in the book of Genesis, we resd "Derkness was
upon the fece of the aeep, and God said 'Let there be liz™\v': and
. there wes light", Here wes prod ced the firet necesivy for the
uee of all pco?loo toroughout all ages. ‘,ﬁ A b","i,

N Yext, I will refer you t¢ the prayers " .l ghter o.» derkness"
/  and "Send forth Thy light and Thy truth; les them lend' me" .
Obviously, meterisl light i “°‘.£2$35523;23,f"" Faroychout
all ages, light hae been ti: symbol of truth; jut ag to-day upon
our roeds ie ehewn s torech, the tor~h of learning, to indiocate to
us motorists thaet we are appranah;ng & s’0.0l, and muet be on the

!
look-out for ohildrogk,- Afixr 100?1&» up our facts end figuresy ;

i

and after obtsiming new i rumat: <vly We pass these on to othors

and say that we are “{hrowing 1.cch light on the sub ject". Tho
*)N!«’
V5 L eets the sev' on the ‘corresgondence” or aymboll.aa thnt d:
Cna—————

exiate, by the nrds "fena forth Thy light and Thy truth: let them
lead me", ~® in tho netural world, ﬂi‘lx without light is
impomsible, sv {iu {rs spiritusl world, spiritusl life without
trutP Qe ld 2o ixist. 1f people deny the truth by not wishing to
see V3 or vv inability to acknowledge the truth cennot see it; they
8141l receive the benefit of it. In other words, we can deny the
truth of the worde "The lLord is oy Sheprerd”; or we misht be unsble
to see the truth in those wordsg but thst does not mean that we are
not guarded, guided and cared for by the Good Shepherd.  and 8o we
pray, "Send forth Thy ;taht and Thy truth; let them lead we".

. Then let me call to mind the commend "Let Your light so
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"shine before wen". Clieariy no physicel flame or light is
here intended; but you will remeumber that the point wes illustrated
by reference to & lighted cendie, which no men put under a bushel,
but in & candlestick that it might give light to ul.fi\z :“ ' “—)
And finally, may 1 remind you of the statement ‘?g:%’iua I
: "the true Light which lighteth every man thet comet) 1,0 the world”.
At this point, I wieh to quote from am .id )rierd who hes
Julned the great mejority, and who, sithough n.t of ou order, held
. the fraternity in great respect ;=
As in nature the sun is th Ju.versal source of light:
8¢ inreliglen, "the Lori y)d is . sun". A8 the
Spiritual sun, God im %ny 1igl’ :f the world, and he
not only gives Ligv. to up ‘olay, but he gave it te man
in the remotes’ vz es o1 auliquity. it is alse a fact,
that God ne* only gives light to ug in the Chrietiasn
Church, vu% he i. wvie¢ source of light to all nations
aca’ered ovel i1he entire globe. All nations see as they
a2 ¢ wbhle. in some cases they mee very little, and in
vLier nees much: but whether they enjoy the full truth
of “le Gospel, or only see in tne'obacurity of
Mojsumedaniem, ye. t. e light decends Irowm cne and the same
centre.
Of course, you will expect me to say scwething about
Meeonle light. There ie mueh to be meid: and perhaps we ought to
put ourselves in the position of the candidate. [ie knowledge of
our corder ie practicailly nil. A livtle glimwering ray of light
mn:lhavn fiitered through to him: but for all practical purpesea
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he is in e state of complete ignorance. How proper, therefore, that
he should be in & state of physical blindness, representative of the
darkness of ignorance, when he makee his call upon our door. Again,
1 would ask you to observe that he comes to us at the K.'. earq?r

" (the darkest pert of our L. and always the darkest part of t.e inrth);

; 4 and after satiefactorily answering certain questions, he ,rogresses

along the ii.side, then ¥. S, and ¥, always on the ou%sile edge or
' fringe, and heving the barest possible touch with us thrruyb the medius
{ of hie comnductor. (dut of dsrkness to dawn -ud sunriee: through the
| full day; psusing &t noen - high twelve - evd Dack .owards sunset).
ihet ere his thoughts if he is not weria'ly re waling the words
appropriate to the music played duri.g the vesceadbuletion 7
The E.%. may have beer ,uuiied fir various good and proper

patursl reasens, both in this cuwuntry sl abroed, and these we can
eseiiy imegine: but it i7 wvguslily cwrtsin that our mwasonic ancestors
knew & great desl show symbolis.: end correspondesces. In Xgypt and
elsewhere, the cand. ste ere.t considersble time in dark chasbers
wnere no light vowid poveibly penetrate; and he was allowed to
progresa vel'y ~iowlv indsed towards hie desired end. The general
plhn Gr suheme was wach the same as now, but time in ancieat days
was :\;t g0 proelvus ae with us, 20 that the lesson was longer and
moye fupress,ve. van ever was and etill ie the child of ignorance
and ’rror; but iLet ue remember that God said "Let there be light";
and there was ligntf%

| ind 8¢ with our candidate. He ie invited to ask for the
bleseing of light, which ie restored to him, physically at dirst;
and slmoet imcediately, he obtains his first view of the three great
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lighte in aasonry - next, the three lesser lights - and then

perheps t.at which he most desires as a human being, the light

0f the countenance of his friends and brethren.

I want you, please, to notice this transition of tle

candidate from darknese to light.

1.

S

B
.

His natural eyes are opened, and he be<ones

conscious of material light,

Eis firet sight is of materiasl thange; Jue% plain
paper and metel, but represiutwcivs o sywbolicsl

6f our three great lighvt - the 7.%2,L, the 8, and

the C§ and their ligr¢ #4 medl (o shine by an explan-
ation of the ayulol:~a. @7 muet meake actusl use of
theese materiale, ntudy “nea, learn how to hendlie them,
before we can apprrelste them, end before we can mske
cur liegha to éhl e before men in the full sense inten-
ded . “he sva {s good for cur bodiee, but that good

v .1l not rewsn us unless we lay ocurselves out to
vecelve 1 and enjoy it. it is Jjust the eane =ith our
thre« great lights, which we must study and put to use
ii vhese mre not Lo become were ornasents or adernments
in our ledge. |

The animate three iesser lights, our lodge rulere,
claim his next d#tention, snd they are to be hie
teachere to ;1ght his mesonic peths, and thie they

eechk in turn proceed to do.

And that, to my mind, is how thé candidate ie sdmitted to

the light of cur order. Netural birth ie from derkness to light.
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Pigurativeliy, in messonry, there is re-birth for us; aund epiritually
alsc,we are re-born from the darkness of igacrsnce to the light
of the truth. e become apyrentices, and as such our predecessors._
were remunerated by corn, wine and oil., X ///{;“

In our next stage, we werk in the full light of lay: and
our .Lja.bore are now easy and t.he time fairly sheort. Ine wages are

#8id Lo have been paid in m: indicating con ‘dece i~ the

. crafteaman to spend wisely. '

‘hat a change confrents us in the tiicd meaze of our
existence. Jur day 12 done « our Iiso has friled, or 80 it seems -
and we paes ocut before & gliavering ysy. 4ut the music, solean
el the ouiset, finienes en a na%v of triwps; and now we reslise
why, icllowing cur three steg- vhieh furu the eross of Calvary,
typical of our%trins wnd .tn ‘bies, we were permitted to wake
cthers boldly as thousl sarchavg; and faith, following hope, tells
us Lhal there ia scwr'hing sur us beyond the grave: lignt, eternal
dight, of whici our prese.t sun iz but lfeebly re resentative. ﬂg

Some of ‘us, A \vvcr, are not fully satiasfied. Ve Mva gained
on.y the ».». w0, the light has shone for us, and we have lesarned
auchi: ™t theve ase teo many ciouds setween ourseives and the sun:
LeT ony velle hiding from us the fuller light towards which we
would progress. fhe olear unclouded sun, neither phyasically nor
spirituaily, can be curs on thie side of the grdn, siwply because

#e are not wade to receive it: but we certainly wanu more light,

heving gone so far. S.85. are not sulficient for us: and s¢v we ask

te be exalted into the F,i., whemethe sun ‘ #t its weridian and in

all .ita splendour shews us all thet we could wiesh for: and once
v



wore we have & vision of light, wore veautiful than vefore,
ineffable, thet will iive with ue all our days.

+€tl we exhort you nolt tou be content with the bare candle-
4 1ight of ‘masonry, pure a® it may be; but to progress a Little

| . further intc the light of the sun. The one is but & rustitute,

"\and & really good substitute, full o¢f syabolism: but ¢ e other

. 8pprosches reality, and the finite comes as cla®. ax pose bie Lo

,v_the infinite. You will have no regrets, unlese it be that you have
‘dolayod your progress Ior so long. Compliote your msonic educetion
just e® scon 88 you may and your cireu.stunces pormit. You have bees
exhorted snd have undertsken, withoit Leglee'ing the duties of your
ordinery station in life Lo end sviar to zs'te a daily advencement in
mesonic Knowledge: and here 19 rour epnertunity.

l.et me conclude nyf;i;:zf ai.h these few lines. *hile it
is true that we can ttain bereSit frow light without seeing it: and
ibennfit frow truti wivnoul (eknowledping it; the grestest benefite

must follow when light and ¢ruth are seen, sacknowiedged and used.
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saish, Chapter €0. | H

1. Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory
of the Lord is risen upon thee.

&. For, beholid, darknese shall cover the earth, e.d gross
darkness the people: but the Lord shall arire “pon thee,
end hie glory shall be seen upon thee.

e  And the Gentiles shall come to thy ligrc- «nd kings to
the brightnees of thy rieing. )

i9. The sun shall be no wore thy ligr* 4% day; n™ther for
brightneas shall the meon give lig'v unte “pre: but the
Lord shall be unto th-ee an evzirlasting lagat, and thy
God thy glory.

20. Thy sun ehell no more go fuwn; neither shall thy meon
withdraw itself: for the .ord ah~() be thine everlasting
light, and the days of i mour.ing shallbe ended.

kstthew, Chapter 5. / -y

14, Ye arc the light =/ the world. 4 city that is set on
an hal. cannot dbe hid.

i8. Fajtrer dn we. light a candle, and put it under e
‘whel, "ut on e candlestick; and it giveth light unte
a.l thet aie in the house.

We wet yovr light so shine before men, that they may see
v v good works, and glorify your Father which is in
hys/en.

ﬂz& albo—jp./c+~.

" Bevelation, Chapter 22, i

5. And there shail be no night there; and they need no
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God
giveth them light: and they ehall reign for ever and
ever.
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freasch 88 you walk.

- The story istold of $t. Fremcis of Assis> that h
once{atepped down into the cloisters of his mom.every, anu
leying his hand on the shoulder of & young 7.on-, saia, Brother,
16t T go down into the town and preesch®. The vonersble father
and the young monk set out together, suvwrersizig =4 they went.
They wandered down the principal sc¢ eets, sud wound their way
through alleys and lanes, snd cver to ths outekirts of the town
and the village beyond, unt.) they fiw.1 themselves back at the
monastery again. Then enluired tL-< young ;onk, "Father, when
shall we begin to pre.m " ind the father looked kindly down
upon hie son and sel', "My chidd, we have been preaching; we
were preaching while we were walking. We have been seen -
looked at; su- teheviuic has been reusrked, and so we have
doiiye;cd & morning sermon, Ah! wy son, it is of no use that
we walk anywhere to preach, unless we preach ss we walk®,

‘Jesua saeid, "lLet your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Fether who is in
heaven” . "Ye sre the light of the world". "Walk while ye have

. the light, lest darkness come upon you®.

} ﬁé;honborg says that to walk signifies to live

1 -
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